WKKF
INVESTMENT
IN MISSISSIPPI
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) has partnered
with communities across Mississippi for nearly six
decades and believes in the potential of its children
and families. In 2007, WKKF named Mississippi a
priority place for its investments and is committed
to working alongside organizations and communities
in East Biloxi, Sunflower County and the city of Jackson
to transform Mississippi into a state where children
and families thrive, regardless of race or income.
WKKF believes that change can happen by partnering with
communities and taking a meaningful, two-generation approach
to ensuring that entire families are healthy, well-educated and
economically secure.
WKKF supports community-based approaches to increasing access
to healthy, fresh and local food for children and families, improving
the quality of food served in schools and expanding access to health
care and other services that support healthy birth outcomes.
The foundation believes every child deserves an equal opportunity
for the best possible education. It seeks to expand the availability
of quality early childhood education to children, increase the
engagement of parents and caregivers in children’s education,
support the professional development of teachers and help child
care providers integrate with the early childhood education system.
Helping families to achieve economic security is the most effective
way to break the cycle of generational poverty. In Mississippi, WKKF
works with local employers and community colleges to increase
access to training for quality jobs for youth and adults, particularly
among young men and boys of color. The foundation also helps
families connect to resources that help them develop healthy
financial habits, save for their families’ futures and achieve
economic security.

MISSISSIPPI SNAPSHOT
EDUCATION & LEARNING:
Children ages 3-5 in a nursery school, preschool
or kindergarten
63%
Statewide

70%
AfricanAmerican

48%
Hispanic

57%
White

Fourth-grade reading at basic level or above
53%
Statewide

38%
AfricanAmerican

51%
Hispanic

70%
White

78.6%
Hispanic

82.1%
White

High school graduation rate
76%
Statewide

69.5%
AfricanAmerican

FOOD, HEALTH & WELL-BEING:
Infant mortality rate
9.4/1000
Statewide

6.4/1,000
White

13.1/1,000
White

FAMILY ECONOMIC SECURITY:
Unemployment rate
8.7%
Statewide

14.3%
African-American

5.4%
White

51%
African-American

18%
White

Child poverty
34%
Statewide

Free/reduced lunch eligibility
70%
Statewide
Teens (age 16-19) not in school and not working
12%
Statewide

14%
African-American

10%
White

Sources: Kids Count 2012, 2013, 2015; 2014 State of Obesity;
National Assessment of Educational Progress, 2013;
MS Kids Count 2014, 2015; Economic Policy Institute, 2012

PARTNERING TO SECURE MISSISSIPPI’S FUTURE
The legacy of structural racism has created long-lasting barriers to success for many of Mississippi’s
citizens, especially young men and boys of color. The W.K. Kellogg Foundation believes addressing and
resolving these inequities has tremendous potential to broaden opportunities for all of the state’s children
and families, breaking the cycle of poverty and positioning Mississippi for a brighter future. Following are
some of our partners working to support children and families in Mississippi:
Parents for Public Schools of Jackson
Setting up children for success in school and life
A two-year, $1 million grant from WKKF is helping Parents for
Public Schools of Jackson (PPSJ) develop strong parent leaders
and advocates who are directly engaged in the educational success
of their children. PPSJ believes that parents, educators and school
administrators must coalesce around a shared vision for student
success to ensure that all children have equitable access to a
quality education. PPSJ equips parents to create sustainable
change and access the resources needed to help make such
changes.
Call Me MISTER
The next generation of African American teachers and role models
Call Me MISTER (Mentors Instructing Students Toward Effective Role
Models) is an innovative leadership development program that
helps prepare young men of color to be teachers and role models
in elementary schools. WKKF is proud to support the efforts
of Call Me MISTER with a three-year, $1.3 million grant to help
provide financial and academic support, program mentors, summer
leadership institutes and professional development opportunities
designed specifically for the MISTERs. In return, MISTERs
participate in community service and service learning projects, offer
peer support, recruit other men to major in elementary education
at JSU and commit to teaching one year in an elementary school
in the state for each year that they received a scholarship.
Healing With a Groove
Racial healing through music
Healing with a Groove at Delta State University teaches young
men of color how to use music, basic audio engineering, music
technology and songwriting to produce original songs that
articulate their worries and dreams while also inspiring them to
excel. The program connects young men of color with their peers
and mentors, so they have the support and tools to shape their
own identity and future, despite the challenges they face.
Biloxi Public School District
Ensuring success at an early age for at-risk children
In 2014, with a three-year, $495,000 grant, the Biloxi Public School
District opened its first public pre-K program and resumed public
school programming at the Nichols School. The program adheres to
high quality curriculum and standards, includes support for English

language learners and provides investments in teacher training to
ensure high quality instruction, so they will be ready
for kindergarten.
Mississippi Community College Board
Creating a pipeline for economic security for Mississippi’s future
The Mississippi Community College Board is boosting the efforts of
individual institutions to prepare more students for employment in
high-demand, high-skilled and high-paying jobs. WKKF is working
with all 15 Mississippi community colleges to help close skill
gaps between potential employees and the needs of employers,
ensuring that Mississippi youth graduate from the community
college system with the skills needed to secure good jobs that can
lead to economic security.
Mississippi Roadmap
Supporting a healthier Jackson
Mississippi Roadmap is committed to combating and preventing
obesity and improving health outcomes for African American
and low-income families in the Jackson, Mississippi community.
The comprehensive efforts of Mississippi Roadmap are varied
and connected, including cooking classes for young parents,
encouraging healthy eating through local Head Start centers,
providing fitness and health programs for local school district food
workers, supporting farm-to-school days that increase business for
local farmers and providing free access to gyms for children and
adults.
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